The René Pellat Prize is a distinction awarded every year by the French Physical Society (SFP) to a young doctor of a French laboratory. The prize rewards remarkable work in the field of plasma physics.
René Pellat (1936 Pellat ( -2003 ) is a great figure of plasma physics. He was first engineer at the Commissariat à l'Énergie Atomique (CEA), then became researcher at CNRS and won the CNRS silver medal in 1972 for his work on controlled nuclear fusion, before working on stellar physics and astrophysics. Alongside his research activities, which he continued throughout his life (as attested to by his 300 publications), he occupied high level positions: president of CNRS (1989 ( -1992 ( ), of CNES (1992 ( -1995 , of the ONERA scientific council (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) , Haut commissaire (Head) of CEA (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) , delegate to the nuclear safety and to the radioprotection for defence installations and activities. Fierce defender of the ITER international project, he strongly contributed to its implantation on the French site of Cadarache. He was also a visiting professor at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) from 1987 to 2003.
The Pellat prize jury is composed of members of the SFP plasma division. Three main plasma physics communities are represented: cold or industrial plasmas, hot plasmas and natural plasmas. The jury rewards a significant breakthrough in one of these fields, whether theoretical, experimental, fundamental or applied. The René Pellat prize is awarded either during the plasma congress (on pair years) or at the general SFP congress. The winner is encouraged to give a talk on his work during the meeting.
Participation in a special issue of the Journal of Plasma Physics dealing with the work of the Pellat Prize laureates is an opportunity to highlight new research directions and to contribute to the scientific influence of young laureates. 
